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MiHhree men, & coal minor, a mine;'01
resenting the ublic but in reality jt-p-;a(illjjKMOTthi the public, but in reality rop-jwi

fe re»«Otin« the Washington administratis
|loi, are to decide what the nation is ad
f io gay tor its coal. That ie to say, tiu
|¥! th$y we to decide if the cost of living! of

and conditions generally entitle thejsti
bitomluous mine workers to receive

than 14 per cent increase in en

s which was granted In order to op
about the resumption of work in ba

the mines and, if so, what proportion th
of thetIncreased cast of production is w(

-:tp be passed on to the public. re

iijj Already tlu.re has been outcry on La
M$tn part of certains newspapers and wl

politicians that the public lias not Kl<
got a chance in the world. The mine lo1
operator and the miner will get t.v- mi

'r'jtetber, they say, and, overruling the cr<

| Jtfne rote of the third member of tho all
/ fcorauiiosion, will radse wages and tho cr:

price of cool to an unheard of point, thi
jU'AIJ of which could be very terrible, if ce;
n- It could happen, which it cannot. by
:: ' 'Let us consider for a moment what tof
gpw; gone before. It may serve to dem nri
v onstrate the position of the. mine op- ofl
li orator in all of this. '

« To begin with, when tho mine work- ofl
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nt called it rotation of the »n«t
usht by means of Injunction proedings10 tenninate the strike Bod
* : the i-rcdnctlon of coal resnmed.
in United States Supreme Couf at
41ana<?olis granted the injunction!
d the miners' oXfflciasl rescind/id ilie
ike order, but the men did not rornto work for the reason, it was lat
charged, that the rescinding order

is nut trarm+ted in the form prewiredby the by-laws of the United
ino Workers; in other word,, that
wn? lot issued in good fi'.tu and
at this action constituted contempt
court.
rhere wore conferences between
use stfale oorrnrcitteca of the minors
d riporators, the fonmer holding out
GO per eer.t increase in wages, a

t hour day and a five day week. Un!eto agree, the conference® -were ad
lmed thn strike came and the gov-
nni'T.t stepped in, revived the Fuel
ImJr.fstnuUon, which, having no fund
th which to carry on its work.' del-ja'od its activities to the Railroad
ministration which proceeded to re-|
ce the production and distribution
such coal as was available to a

ito of otter chaos.
Then came the series of confereesin Washinton, -where the mlna
erators offered to compromise on the
sis of 20 par cent increase in wages
e working hours to remain as they!
re. This was rojectod. Then Sec-J
Lary Wilson of the Department of
ibor, suggested 31 per cent increase'
llch the mine workers accepted with
se and the operators rejected. Foldingthis,, Or. Garfield, the Fuel Adnlstrator,suggested 14 per cent lnaasein wages.which, he said was
the miners were entitled to consldIngtheir former wtage increases and

a rise in living costs. This was ac
pted by the operators and rejected
the minors, tho latter openly charg

? bad faith on the part of the gov-I
impnt because Secretary Wilson had
red tho suggestion, of 31 per cent.jThe whole thing was then declared'
so far as conferences were con-
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boof4h4^ frf. tywiA'tt
«im»t>nt stlU K awakened hop#In the «
breast of the'' publicwblch, thanks to p<
tie Inefficiency of the Railroad Admin
Istration's distribution system, bad a
been seriously Inconvenienced by a tt
wbolly unneceaaary lack of coal. oi
Then, almost on the eve of the bear- S1

lng of tho contempt case, the enr fa
nouncc wa* made that President W81sonhad formulated a plan of settle- dj
ment which was acceptable to the m
mine workers. It was intimated that w
the Indianapolis contcmipt proceedings |n
would be quashed aiid that the miners ki
wonld be ordered back to work. And et
it all came oat Just in that way. bat b<
tiie preliminaries were very master- w
lous, the mine operators were never; ft
consul tort regarding settlement and jg
Judge Anderson at tho behest of the aj
attorney general's office, swallowed ci
the contempt of his court in

WJhat happened wa? this: Oft Satnr- hi
day night before the announcement of in
the President's plan of settlement,
John L. Lewis, acting president, and p<
William Green, secretary-treasurer, of b<
the United Mine Workers of America, L,
nwi u lajuicrccuy wim m,u/iu<.v
cral Palmer at. his residence in Wash- m
ington Afterward the bare statement as
was riade that the conference had rj
been licld, that the President's plan al
had been submitted to the minors' of- ti<
ficials, thsa* they had approved antl re
that the plan would be submitted to a 41
meeting of the United Mint' Workers' G
executive conunit'ee to be held in In- L'
dianapolis the following' Tuesday. No T
details of the plan were given out. ai
nor were any of tho details of the pri- M
vate conference made public hut there J
appeared to exist a perfect understand oi
ing between tho mine workers' offl- m
cials and the attorney genMl who hi
spoke for the administration. ?/

Following tho Tuesday meeting the c*
settlement i?l«n given to the tu

world. It provided for tho 14 per cent
increase proposed by Dr. Garfield and cc
also for a commission of three to be w

appointed by the President to Inquire ti
further into the matter and would the .re
miners' officials please get the men o]
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»ar public? In
intempt proceedings wcrald be drop!d..>'Now, if anjibody knowing these facto
to see how there wfll be a oombinaonor miners and mine operators to
rerrule the third nan on the 'commitonand mOk the public, he caff see
rther than I can.
It would not be «t all proper to
targe that a political deal had bees
ado between the miners officials is
'ashtngtori administration, but it is
perfect ordsr to state the wellsownfact that the election is coming

I. In this .connection It might also
> remarked that the United Mine
'orkers have a membership of someJnlike ia half a million and that this
a whole lot of peopla even though
of them are not voters or even dearedgftizens. It would only be statSa fact to say that the obal Industry

u been used to its own detriment
many political deals.
President Wilson wlH have to ap)lntthe commission very Boon. It U
ilieved one aomlber of it will be John
Lewis, the active head of the min-|
s' organisation. The names of three
en, P. S. Peabody, of Chicago, Thorn
T. -Breiwster of St Louts, and Har'N. Taylor, president of tie NationCoalAssociation, have been menonedfor selection as the operators'

'presentative, and for the third place
ie candidates talked of are 'William
McAdoo, Secretary of the Interior

ane, Herbert Hoover arid William H.
aft. Mr. Taft >y ""UTy will not be
minted, It has been reported that
r. Hoover does not want to serve,
Us narrows the cEoice of the talked
possibilities down to |a cabined

ombf-r and a former member who
is presidential aspirations and who
owld seem to 'be disqualified by renetstatements which he made grailtlouslyregarding the coal Industry.
It seems to me that if there is any
imbireing done on tire commission it.
Ill be by the miners' represents,-;
vee and the man who Is selected to]present the public against the mln^J
icrator.
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Stanley Ennes, Baltimore, general
manager of the eastern lines of tbe
B. ft O. railroad, left Fairmont on his
special coach on train 44 at 9:44
o'clock last night. He was accompaniedby S. A. Jordan, Baltimore,
engineer of maintenance of way and
structures, and was bound for Baltimorepresumably.

C. W. Van Horn, Grafton, superintendentof the Monongah division of;
tbe B. & 0. railroad, is in Fairmont:
today.

T. S. Pattison, Grafton, division,
engineer Monongah division of (h>.*;
B. & O. railroad, was In Fairmont!
yesterday.

C. A. Gill, Baltimore, superintend-!
ent of maintenance of equipment,
ortrl «jW naslotflntQ nr« lioro fnrlrif»nt to

having a number of engines repaired
at the Fairmont roundhouse.

Copies of the complete schedule of
the B. & 0. railroad are now bein;;;
distributed by J. D. Hccker, agent of
the Fairmont ticket office.

Bailer Nuzum, B. & 0. yardmaster,
Is today wearing a smile because hoi
la the father of an 11%-pound boy,;
who was born to Mrs. Nuzum last
night.
H. B. Pierce, Brownsville, Pa., assistantsuperintendent of the MonongahelaRailway, was in Fairmont this

afternoon.
The P. R. R. noon train was one

hour and ten minutes late in arriving
here today due to the difficulties of:
railroading.

B. & 0. train 66 from Pittsburgh
was one hour" and ten minutes late!
today. ,
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